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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Woman's Club House in Manhattan is essentially a Bungalow, being a
rectangular one-story stuccoed building with a side gable roof and a gabled
entrance porch facing south on Poyntz Avenue. The buiiding is sited on a corner lot.

On the north side of the building, there is a kitchen bay. Planters are
incorporated into the wall/window treatwent of the gable ends. The voof is
covered with grey asphalt shingles. The wooden trim is painted white. The
windows are paired 8-pane casements. There is a central chimney.

Inside there is an anteroom which opens into-the large general meeting
room. The meeting room was designed so that it could be subdivided by folding
doors, A kitchen and restroom are attached to the north. There is a basement
for the furnace and storage., - . . -

~ Qver the fireplace there is a plaque, "Woman's Mission," sculpted by
George Zolnay. It portrays the mother of mankind educating, guiding, and protecting
childhood., This was the official emblem of the American Woman's lLeague and few
examples have survived. . :

Alterations

Both the exterior and interior of the Woman's Club House have received
only minor alterations. The asphalt roof shingles are not original and the
brick chimney was probably parged over some time after the construction of the
building. The decorative capitals of the porch piers are no longer polychromed.

Inside, the original coved ceiling has been hidden by a dropped acoustical
tile grid ceiling. Some folding doors in the general meeting room have been removed.
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As an Arts-and Crafts style bungalow, the Woman's Ciub House is a design
distinctive of the early twentieth century. But more important is the building's
association with the American Woman's League scheme which capitalized on the
enthusiasm for self and civic improvement during the period. The League's
emphasis ‘on supporting education was simildr to the goals of the Carnegie
Free Libraries. Despite the profiteering that underlay- the-scheme, Manhattan,
and many other American communities, were positively affected by the promotion
to develop woman's organizations that played important roles in community 1ife.

Chronology

The Manhattan chapter of the American Woman's League held its first meeting
August 30, 1909 at the Riley County Courthouse. In its constitution the group
stated that its purpose was to associate the women of Manhattan in intellectual,
cultural and civic activities and to create among its members "an unselfish public
spirit that could work for the advancement of the interests of Manhattan and the
improvement of the condition of its inhabitants." The most immediate concern
of the local group, and in fact the catalyst that led to organization of the
chapter, was the donation of a completely furnished chapter house to be canstructed
on a Tot provided by the local group. The club house was to be the gift of the
E.G. Lewis Publishing Company. ,

. This donation was the basis of business promotion of the Lewis Company
which capitalized on widespread popular interest in organizations for women
devoted to charitable causes, intellectual development, social interaction, and
civic welfare. The company offered membership in an organization called the
American Woman's League, which purported to support a university correspondence
education program. Local chapters were required to secure 50 to 75 members;
each member was thep to solicit subscriptions worth at least $52.00 for some of the
numerous publications Tisted by the Lewis Publishing Company. The company would
receive 50% of the subscription sales as a commission from the magazine publishers
involved, Local chapters would then be given a clubhouse provided that it
could supply a lot upon which to build it. The building site was to be deeded
to the lLeague to be held in trust for the local chapter. Thereafter the
chapter was to receive an annual percentage of its subscription sales to be
used for their expenses. '
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After the Manhattan group was organized in 1809, it was given two years to secure
the subscriptions and purchase a building lot. The group purchased a lot in Manhattan
in 1910 for $1500. Construction of the chapter house began early in 1911.

o

Six standard plans and elevations were used by the American Woman's League
for chapter houses. The building in Manhattan is basically a class 3 design
(building to cost $4000 for towns of 3000-5000; chapters of 75 members), The
design was provided by the firm of Helfensteller, Hirsch, and Watson of St. Louis,
Missouri. From correspondence between the League's head office and Mrs, Lydia Willard, :
president of the Manhattan chapter, it appears that the standard plan was modified to :
fit the smalier dimensions available on the 1ot which was purchased in Manhattan. -

While the chapter house was being built in 1911, government prosecution forced
the Lewis Publishing Company to suspend its business activities. The company was
charged with disobeying the law and flooding the majls with periodicals. When it was :
suspended, the company owed $1000 to be paid on the Manhattan contract.

Trustees of the chapter arranged a mortgage for this amount and took in ten members
whose dues paid for installation of the furnace and Tight fixtures. Chapter members
also had to pay for the c¢lub house furniture. Total cost of the club house came %
to $6,651, Closing fees, furhishings, and interest charges added almost $1000 to
the price of the "free" building.

Despite these developments, it was reported that the group enjoyed its first
meeting in the new building August 24, 1911. Since the American Woman's League collapsed
along with the Lewis Publishing Company, the Manhattan group changed its name in 1913

to the Woman's Welfare Association. In 1920 the name was changed again to the
Woman's Club. "

At the present time the club has only 48 members, mostly senior citizens. Although
the church next door occasionally uses the building, the income and resources of the
club are declining even as the costs of utilities, maintenance, and taxes increase.

THIS STATEMENT REFLECTS CURRENT KNOWLEDGE AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO FUTURE AMENDMENT.
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